1.0 Introduction


The Disability Act 2005 places significant new responsibilities on all public bodies, including local authorities. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government set out actions in its Sectoral Plan on Disability to realise the policy goals outlined in the Disability Act. These commitments include the development of multi-annual accessibility implementation plans by each local authority to ensure that progress is made in a planned way to improve the accessibility of the built and external environment for people with disabilities. 

In this context, the Local Government Management Services Board Steering Group on the implementation of the Disability Act has developed good practice guidance on accessibility of streetscapes. The purpose of the guidelines is to support local authority staff in auditing and reviewing the accessibility of the streetscapes within their remit. The guidelines aim to ensure that all local authorities are making such assessments from an agreed standard to ensure a coherent approach across all local authority administrative areas.

The guidelines set out accessibility measures in line with current legislation and standards, and should support local authority staff in meeting their accessibility goals. It is understood that designers and planners will face design challenges in certain environment and that in some cases, alternatives will have to be employed which reflect the unique features of an environment. In such cases, designers should refer to specialist advice and to additional materials or options available. 

These guidelines originated from a pilot project, originally facilitated by the Equality Authority.   They have been developed through a consultation process and owe much to the leadership and commitment of staff in Kildare County Council who invested significant time and energy to see this project to completion. Thanks are due to the network of local access groups in Kildare, including Kildare Network of People with Disabilities for their continuing help and engagement, to the Irish Wheelchair Association, to the National Council for the Blind in Ireland and, in particular, to the National Disability Authority.
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